
Immigration Updates with a 
Focus on Glenmary Missions

Find immigration resources on the Glenmary Mission 
Resource webpage under What We Do: 

https://glenmary.org/resources/

https://glenmary.org/resources/


The Lay of the Land: 
General Updates



Following the passage of House Resolution1 (the "One Big Beautiful Bill Act") in July 2025, 
immigration enforcement funding in the United States has been tripled, through a massive, 
multi-year allocation of $170.7 billion (more money than the annual military budgets of any 
country in the world except the U.S. and China). The legislation funds increased detention 
($45 billion), deportation, and border security, and gives broad new enforcement authority to 
agencies like Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE), U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) as well as to the Department of Defense (War) for activities related to the 
military’s presence along parts of the southern border. 

H.R. 1 implicitly drives dramatic changes to immigration policy through the spending of 
federal tax dollars with few strings attached. Because these funds are provided through 
reconciliation—and not the regular appropriations process—they do not include directives 
about how the funds must be used, which prevents members of Congress from conducting 
meaningful oversight. Importantly, these funds all need to be spent by September 30, 2029 
and the agencies receiving them have significant discretion as to how to allocate them.

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/fact-sheet/overview-government-funding-process-appropriations/


DETENTIONS AND DEPORTATIONS UPDATES

• The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) reports there have been 527,000 deportations and 
1.6 million “voluntary deportations” since January. (These figures are contested by others.)

• From the DHS website: “The U.S. is offering illegal aliens $1000 and a free flight to self-deport now 
and reserve the chance to come back to the U.S. the right, legal way to live the American dream. If 
not you will be arrested and deported without a chance to return.”

• Immigration court backlog: 3,432,519 cases (tracreports.org/immigration)

• 71.5% of those in immigration custody have no criminal history. (tracreports.org/immigration)

• 6 million children in the U.S. have at least one parent without legal status. (Migration Policy Institute)

• Average time someone without legal status has lived in the U.S.: 16 years. (americanprogress.org).  

• A significant majority of those being held in ICE detention do not have an attorney (tracreports).

• Those without representation are 5 and ½ times more likely to lose their case and be deported.

• Private for-profit prison contractors play a pivotal role in expanding detention capacity (MPI).



STRATEGY

• After initial arrest and booking, individuals are often transferred by ICE to detention 
facilities far from their homes. This raises questions about the rationale behind such 
transfers--whether due to limited local detention capacity or a strategic effort to 
relocate detainees to jurisdictions with fewer procedural safeguards, potentially 
expediting deportation proceedings. (tracreports.org/immigration)

• Detention is key to the Trump administration’s attempt to build a deportation machinery 
of historic proportions. The Trump administration has leaned into showcasing the 
harshness of detention, likely as part of its campaign to encourage “self-deportation” or 
formal voluntary departure. (Migration Policy Institute)



Tennessee ranks near the top for ICE arrests 

Federal immigration officials are making arrests from within Tennessee jails at a much 
higher rate than other states. A new report ranks Tennessee second only to Texas in 
the number of people ICE picks up from jail.

The data suggests more ICE agents in the state are relying on local police to carry out 
President Donald Trump’s promise of mass deportations.

The report, published by the Prison Policy Initiative, put Tennessee in the top five for ICE 
arrests per capita. That ranking is much higher for arrests that happen inside jails.

“What the data suggests is happening in Tennessee overall is that police are arresting 
people, either explicitly so that ICE can pick them up, or for other offenses … and then 
holding them until ICE comes and takes them away,” PPI spokesperson Wanda 
Bertram said.

Those kinds of arrests have been especially high in Knox County, where the number of 
people held for ICE jumped from 6 in January to nearly 50 in April. 

Bertram said that non-citizens are more likely to face jail time for minor offenses, like 
driving without a license.                   (WPLN, public radio in Tennessee)

https://wpln.org/post/u-s-republicans-probe-nashville-mayor-allege-chilling-effect-on-ice/
https://wpln.org/post/how-tennessees-governor-plans-to-help-with-trumps-mass-deportations/
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/jails_immigration_appendix5.html


ICE agreements with local law enforcement
A 287(g) agreement is a partnership between U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) and state or local law enforcement agencies that allows local officers 
to enforce certain aspects of immigration law. This program enables local law 
enforcement to perform tasks like identifying and interrogating noncitizens in their 
custody about their immigration status. Two common models of 287(g) agreements:
• The Task Force Model serves as a force multiplier for law enforcement agencies to 

enforce limited immigration authority with ICE oversight during their routine police 
duties.

• The Warrant Service Officer program allows ICE to train, certify and authorize state 
and local law enforcement officers to serve and execute administrative warrants on 
aliens in their agency’s jail.

287g agreements in Glenmary territory in Tennessee:
• Warrant Service Officer programs in Clay, Grainger, Macon and Trousdale counties. 

Task Force model for the Tennessee Department of Safety and Homeland Security. 

• There are at present no 287g agreements (including pending agreements) in Glenmary 
counties in Georgia or North Carolina.

https://www.google.com/search?newwindow=1&client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=827bd599c16e32c5&sxsrf=AE3TifPbQlrmeyAf5Dsjepgu0nGIjMsjXA%3A1760383531232&q=U.S.+Immigration+and+Customs+Enforcement+%28ICE%29&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj3ubDY86GQAxVQM9AFHW70LM0QxccNegQIERAB&mstk=AUtExfASzkT88p-6SigPfYHlwMX1dnof5jujhlvXzHKkIeeGOmCLeb9_3h7wWfB5UyIynW8_4LtU2r7R5I15nfVJlraM1rW934Vw6yH4IHAw6egMM92SxbSEXFRsDKGdp_hOHEac1yFC0Nm2MLhWGsbfIi98MGHFx1lwF_Qvu2icoeAcNSw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?newwindow=1&client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=827bd599c16e32c5&sxsrf=AE3TifPbQlrmeyAf5Dsjepgu0nGIjMsjXA%3A1760383531232&q=U.S.+Immigration+and+Customs+Enforcement+%28ICE%29&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj3ubDY86GQAxVQM9AFHW70LM0QxccNegQIERAB&mstk=AUtExfASzkT88p-6SigPfYHlwMX1dnof5jujhlvXzHKkIeeGOmCLeb9_3h7wWfB5UyIynW8_4LtU2r7R5I15nfVJlraM1rW934Vw6yH4IHAw6egMM92SxbSEXFRsDKGdp_hOHEac1yFC0Nm2MLhWGsbfIi98MGHFx1lwF_Qvu2icoeAcNSw&csui=3


Guidance from the 
U.S. Bishops 

(USCCB)



Religious Workforce Protection Act (RWPA)
Update from David Spicer, USCCB (Assembly speaker)

“We continue to add cosponsors in the House (most recently as last week), though advocacy 
remains ongoing and needed in both chambers. Many thanks to everyone who continues to 
participate in and encourage these efforts. Based on what we are hearing, this bill still has a 
very real possibility of moving forward in the coming months. Senator Grassley and 
Representative Jim Jordan continue to be high-priority targets for those engaged in advocacy.

We are hopeful to see regulatory action in the very near future, consistent with what we have 
been advocating in terms of decreasing the time required outside of the United States 
between subsequent R-1 visas. Nothing is set in stone, so this should be taken with the usual 
grain of salt…The RWPA would still be very helpful, even with the regulatory change.”



 PROTECTED AREAS
Amicus Brief in Mennonite Church USA v. U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security:
This lawsuit was brought against the Trump Administration by Christian and 
Jewish organizations to challenge the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security’s rescission of the protected areas (otherwise known as “sensitive 
locations”) policy earlier this year. The USCCB submitted an amicus 
(“friend of the court”) brief to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit, supporting the argument that the rescission of the policy 
has put the plaintiffs in an untenable position: 
“They either increase the risk to their congregants of harmful enforcement 
action by maintaining the obligation to attend weekly services, or limit the 
provision of in-person religious services to their congregants in response to 
the imminent threat of an enforcement action, and their congregants’ well-
founded fears thereof.”

https://47sf4jkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019l5RnZOgYXl-vrvdoLpK2lvbTX3BifnH9Zb7_Dm4MB_n2l6oujMAnPTzad_XUnOq1aybouiXMQXn20Yq7Tbhpi0j61kbJ7TxKtdoFp9Yj_PT5o_nGc5Yjsavqxrg3NIxhHqXSBVsrzlonrZslt9Uf2Q2gfSc8GFr41XHubxsF1Bihh_oNRJKGMKrvcAMbA7K&c=ey4ubdRgroxmiGGXcHpZv6WSVgV7FsMi8sYTBs6jQ5wVWvghyAPhHw==&ch=wdWcSX4Dji03ElOBJf_G2lVAViKbFd-XycHeMhYab9_FtPHuzxurOQ==
https://47sf4jkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019l5RnZOgYXl-vrvdoLpK2lvbTX3BifnH9Zb7_Dm4MB_n2l6oujMAnPTzad_XUnOq1aybouiXMQXn20Yq7Tbhpi0j61kbJ7TxKtdoFp9Yj_PT5o_nGc5Yjsavqxrg3NIxhHqXSBVsrzlonrZslt9Uf2Q2gfSc8GFr41XHubxsF1Bihh_oNRJKGMKrvcAMbA7K&c=ey4ubdRgroxmiGGXcHpZv6WSVgV7FsMi8sYTBs6jQ5wVWvghyAPhHw==&ch=wdWcSX4Dji03ElOBJf_G2lVAViKbFd-XycHeMhYab9_FtPHuzxurOQ==


From USCCB’s Migration and Refugee Services Justice for Immigrants Campaign: 

The Trump Administration’s aggressive deportation agenda has already resulted 
in mass removals, expanded ICE powers, and devastating impacts on immigrant 
families. Data shows that most detained migrants have no criminal convictions, 
yet communities are being torn apart. Millions of US-citizen children live in mixed-
status households, with many at risk of losing one or both parents to deportation. 
Beyond statistics, these policies undermine family unity and human dignity.

In light of these realities, parish communities are called to respond with 
compassion, preparedness, and solidarity. We propose several options to 
help migrants as they face these challenges, all geared toward promoting 
solidarity in accordance with Catholic social teaching:



• Family preparedness to help parishioners safeguard their loved ones practically and 
spiritually. 

• Direct assistance to address the urgent needs of families left without basic resources, 
either because of lost work authorization or the fear of enforcement.

• Detention center and hearing accompaniment so that no one endures detention or court 
proceedings alone.

 
• Post-deportation support to offer healing and stability for those left behind.

• Support of migrant farmworkers because many migrants continue to labor under 
precarious conditions in fields and farms. 

• Communications and education on Church teaching to help the faithful see this issue 
through the lens of Catholic social teaching and to advocate at the local, state and federal 
levels whenever possible.



https://justiceforimmigrants.
org/you-are-not-alone/
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Some Legal Concerns



Denial of Bond Hearings
From CLINIC (Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc.):
“On Sept. 5, 2025, the Board of Immigration Appeals issued a 
decision…holding that ‘Immigration Judges lack authority to hear bond 
requests or to grant bond to [detained people] who are present in the 
United States without admission.’ 
This decision directs immigration judges to deny bond to all noncitizens 
who entered the United States without inspection and are present in the 
United States without authorization, regardless of how long an individual 
has been present. This decision will have sweeping consequences 
and will lead to an even greater number of noncitizens being held in 
ICE detention. CLINIC will monitor this issue.”
The BIA's decision has prompted immediate challenges in U.S. 
District Courts across the country



Transportation Question

The federal criminal transporting law prohibits transporting or moving (or 
attempting to transport or move) an undocumented immigrant from one place 
to another, with knowledge or reckless disregard of the fact of the immigrant’s 
unlawful status, where the transportation helps the immigrant remain in the 
United States unlawfully.

Suggested action at the parish  level: Create a transportation ministry

for U.S. citizens, perhaps utilizing a “phone tree” emergency response system.



Examples of activities churches can participate in to support immigrants’ rights (ACLU)

• Adopting a policy that respects privacy by not asking parishioners about their immigration 
status and not recording any information about persons’ immigration status.

• Providing shelter, food, or other services to a broad set of people, including citizens and 
noncitizens, regardless of immigration status.

• Speaking out on behalf of immigrants’ rights with governmental authorities.

• Referring undocumented immigrants to legal assistance, including pro bono 
immigration legal help. Holding legal information (“Know Your Rights”) sessions and legal 
clinics. (JPIC can help with initial legal fees and finding reputable attorneys.)

• Exercising the right to refuse to consent to law enforcement officers coming into or 
searching non-public areas of the church (e.g. offices and confessionals) and requiring a 
hard copy of a lawful warrant signed by a federal judge to do so. (Consult an attorney.)

• Creating a rapid response team in the event of ICE showing up at the parish.

• Accompanying a person to an ICE check-in or immigration court (U.S. citizens).
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